Livingston County Special Services Unit
Eligibility Guidelines for the Determination of Traumatic Brain Injury
Name:  _______________________________________________Date:  __________________

FEDERAL DEFINITION
An acquired injury to the brain caused by external physical force, resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, or both, that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  The term applies to open or closed head injuries resulting in impairments in one or more areas, such as:  cognitive, language, memory, attention, reasoning, abstract thinking, judgment, problem-solving, sensory, perceptual, motor abilities, psychosocial behavior, physical functions, information processing, and speech.  The term does not apply to brain injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries resulting from birth trauma. 

This disability requires the diagnostic expertise of professionals outside the school setting.  These individuals MUST be involved in the disability determination process.  School personnel should collect data to support the need for additional educational support. 

The student would be considered eligible for services under the category of Traumatic Brain Injury if the evaluation meets the following criteria: 

CRITERIA
· Evidence of a traumatic brain injury. 

· Evidence of educational deficits linked to the traumatic brain injury. 

· These deficits are significantly impacting academic achievement to the point that special education and related services are required to address educational needs.

DECISION PROCESS
1.  Has the criteria been substantiated by convergent data? 


Yes 
No 

2.  Has the criteria been measured against identified standards 

      
     and/or benchmarks? 






Yes 
No 

3.  Has the information been gathered from multiple sources? 

Yes 
No

ALL THREE QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED YES TO

SUPPORT THE TEAM’S ELIGIBILITY DECISION
Decision:  The student meets the criteria under the disability category of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).
YES        NO
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